
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blessings Abound 
The Reverend Michael Wernick 

 
.ÁÔÕÒÅ ÇÉÖÅÓ ÔÏ ÕÓ ÏÆ ÈÅÒ ÁÂÕÎÄÁÎÃÅȢ 7ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÓÔ ÂÌÏÃËÓ ÏÆ ÉÃÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ,ÁËÅ ÈÁÖÅ ÍÅÌÔÅÄȟ ÁÎÄ -ÉÃÈÉÇÁÎȭÓ ÌÁÓÔ ËÉÌÌÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÓÔ 
has passed, it becomes safe to move the plants out onto the deck. When the buds on the trees burst into leaf, and the 
temperatures climb, it becomes safe to prepare the vegetable garden and 
plant the starts from the garden centers, or the seeds that will turn into 
flowers or food. It becomes safe to hang the hummingbird feeder and fill it 
with nectar. It becomes safe to set out the patio furniture. 
 
.ÁÔÕÒÅ ÇÉÖÅÓ ÔÏ ÕÓ ÏÆ ÈÅÒ ÁÂÕÎÄÁÎÃÅȢ 7Å ÁÌÌ ËÎÏ× ÔÈÅ ÇÒÏ×ÉÎÇ ÓÅÁÓÏÎȭÓ 
struggle to give away the more-than-we-can-eat-or-can zucchinis and 
cucumbers and tomatoes. We ask: Who can I give them to first, before 
someone else beats me to it? After all, we don't want to waste them. 
 
!ÎÄ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÓÈÁÒÅ ÖÅÇÅÔÁÂÌÅÓȟ ÂÕÔ ×ÈÏ ÓÈÁÒÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ 
ÔÉÍÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÁÌÅÎÔȢ 4ÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ 4×Ï #ÈÕÒÃÈÅÓȭ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÉÅÓ ÂÙ 
volunteering. Those who share a smile or a kind word with strangers. 
Those who let the Other or the Marginalized know that they are allies and friends ɀɀ as Two Churches is doing as we 
embark on a partnership with the Bosnian Cultural Center and Mosque (through ÔÈÅ +ÁÕÆÍÁÎ )ÎÔÅÒÆÁÉÔÈ )ÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÅȭÓ 
Ȱ3ÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ 4ÏÇÅÔÈÅÒȱ ÅÆÆÏÒÔɊȢ 
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.ÁÔÕÒÅ ÇÉÖÅÓ ÔÏ ÕÓ ÏÆ ÈÅÒ ÁÂÕÎÄÁÎÃÅȢ ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ÌÉÖÅ ÉÎ Á -Ã-ÁÎÓÉÏÎȢ -Ù ÃÁÒ 
is fifteen years old. I could use some new clothes. But compared to so 
many in the world, I live like royalty. And even though I have played a 
part in the life I live, even though I have worked hard (though just how 
hard may be relative), there was never any guarantee that it would all 
turn out this way. There was never any guarantee that my life would be 
so blessed. There are, almost certainly, many who have worked harder, 
but who have less. So much of what I have is gift. Much of what I have is 
ÆÒÏÍ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÇÒÁÃÅȢ 
 
Biblical scholar Walter Brueggemann wrote:  
"The majority of the world's resources pour into the United 
States. And as we Americans grow more and more wealthy, 

money is becoming a kind of narcotic for us. We hardly notice our own prosperity or the poverty of so many 
others. The great contradiction is that we have more and more money and less and less generosity. Less and 
less public money for the needy, less charity for the neighbor. 
 
Yet the Bible starts out with a liturgy of abundance. Genesis I is a song of 
praise for God's generosity. It tells how well the world is ordered. It keeps 
saying, "It is good, it is good, it is good, it is very good." It declares that God 
blesses ɂ that is endows with vitality ɂ the plants and the animals and 
the fish and the birds and humankind. And it pictures the creator as 
saying, "Be fruitful and multiply." In an orgy of fruitfulness, everything in 
its kind is to multiply the overflowing goodness that pours from God's 
creator spirit. 
 
We who are now the richest nation are today's main coveters. We never feel that we have enough; we have to 
have more and more, and this insatiable desire destroys us. Whether we are liberal or conservative Christians, 
we must confess that the central problem of our lives is that we are torn apart by the conflict between our 
attraction to the good news of God's abundance and the power of our belief in scarcity ɂ a belief that makes 

us greedy, mean and un-neighborly. We spend our lives trying to sort out 
that ambiguity. 
 
The great question now facing the church is whether our faith allows us to 
live in a new way. And Joshua 24 puts the choice before us. Joshua begins 
by reciting the story of God's generosity, and he concludes by saying, "I 
don't know about you, but I and my house will choose the Lord." This is 
not a church-growth text. Joshua warns the people that this choice will 
bring them a bunch of trouble. If they want to be in on the story of 
abundance, they must put away their foreign gods ɀɀ I would identify 
ÔÈÅÍ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÄÓ ÏÆ ÓÃÁÒÃÉÔÙȢȱ* 

 
.ÁÔÕÒÅ ÇÉÖÅÓ ÔÏ ÕÓ ÏÆ ÈÅÒ ÁÂÕÎÄÁÎÃÅȢ !Ó -ÉÃÈÉÇÁÎȭÓ ÌÕÓÈÎÅÓÓ looms up before you, I urge you to see and name all the ways 
in which we are blessed, and to consider how we can share those blessings, how we can share that abundance ɂ and those 
cucumbers ɂ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÔÈÅÒÓȢ )ÔȭÓ ÓÁÆÅ ÔÏ ÄÏ ÉÔȢ 'ÏÄ ÄÏÅÓ ÉÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÕÓȢ 
 
Mike+ 
 
*ÅØÃÅÒÐÔÓ ÆÒÏÍ 7ÁÌÔÅÒ "ÒÕÅÇÇÅÍÁÎÎȭÓ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅ Ȱ4ÈÅ ,ÉÔÕÒÇÙ ÏÆ !ÂÕÎÄÁÎÃÅȟ 4ÈÅ -ÙÔÈ ÏÆ 3ÃÁÒÃÉÔÙȱȢ  
For those interested, the entire article may be found at http://www.religion -online.org/showarticle.asp?title=533 
  

http://www.religion-online.org/showarticle.asp?title=533


June Scripture Readings 
 
June 4 - Day of Pentecost 
Acts 2:1-21 or Numbers 11:24-30  
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b  
1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 or Acts 2:1-21  
John 20:19-23 or John 7:37-39  
 
June 11 - The Holy Trinity 
Genesis 1:1--2:4a  
Psalm 8  
2 Corinthians 13:11-13  
Matthew 28:16-20  
 
June 18 - 2nd Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 19:2-8a or Genesis 18:1-15 [21:1-7] 
Psalm 100 or Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 
Romans 5:1-8  
Matthew 9:35--10:8 [9-23] 
  
June 25 - 3rd Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 20:7-13 or Genesis 21:8-21 
Psalm 69:7-10 [11-15] 16-18 or Psalm 86:1-10, 16-
17 
Romans 6:1b-11  
Matthew 10:24-39  
 
 
 

Community Ministry 
Kim H. 
 

Recent Events 
 

Thanks to all of you who purchased flowers to benefit 
Diaper Depot.  $225 was raised! 
 
Many thanks to our Hunger Walk -ers.  We had 6 
walkers: Beth B., Gwen H., Charles H., Paul K. 
(coordinator) , and Elizabeth and Sarah K.  $1100 was 
raised for ACCESS!  Go Team!! 
 
Thanks to our Warm Up America  volunteers: Ruth B., 
Sara H., Agnes K. and Kay S.  Ten afghans were blessed 
on Sunday May 14th and will be given to children and 
teens going into foster care. 
 
Thanks to everyone who participated in the UTO spring 
ingathering.   Amount collected will  be announced. And 
thanks to our coordinator, Lisbeth E.! 
 
Our Easter and Good Friday offering  final numbers are 
in:  the Easter offering was $347, and will go to ESL, 
Diaper Depot and the Samaritas Refugee Program. The 

Good Friday offering was $122 and will be sent to the 
Diocese of Jerusalem. 
 
Thank you to all who share their time, talents and 
treasures with others!  
 
Volunteer Opportunities 
 
!ÓÃÅÎÓÉÏÎȭÓ $ÉÁÐÅÒ $ÅÐÏÔ can use your help .  If you can 
help out at our scheduled distribution times please sign 
up and lend a hand.  Or if you prefer to volunteer on a 
Sunday, help is needed with packaging diapers. Please let 
Shirley know if you can help out. 
 
The Pantry  can always use volunteers, if interested, 
please see Kay S. 
 

Ongoing Programs 
 
The Pantry monthly food collection  continues and the 
requested food items for June will be announced. 
 
Direct Your Dollars  is a fundraising program for Diaper 
Depot . See the article below for details 
 
The noisy offering for May was $39.50 - this money is 
donated to ACCESS of West Michigan .  Find out more at: 
http://accessofwestmichigan.org/  
 
The Care Team can help with rides, food, visits, 
communion and calls.  If you have a need or know 
someone who does, please contact Laura K., or Rev. Mike. 
 
The Community Ministry meeting in May was cancelled. 
The next meeting will be announced. 
  

http://accessofwestmichigan.org/


 
 

A round of 
applause, please! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diaper Depot  

 

Thursday, June 1st from 6-8 p.m. 

Wednesday, June 21st from 10:00 a.m.- Noon 
 

We've reached the halfway mark for the Spartan-Nash "Direct Your Dollars" fundraising program - $75,000!  

Thanks to everyone for bringing in receipts.   

 

Please bring in original  store receipts from Family 
Fare, D&W, etc. (they must have the Direct Your 
Dollars section at the bottom) and deposit them in 
the Spartan truck in St. Michael's Hall.  When we've 
collected $150,000 in eligible receipts, they will 
issue us a check for $1,000.  
 
Please ask your family, friends, ne ighbors, etc. 
to give you their receipts as well.   

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fri. ς Sat., August 11-12 
 

Hosted by & benefitting  the Rite 13/J2A youth group 
Please be thinking about items that you may wish to donate for the sale. 

To conserve space, we ask that you do not bring donations to church until late June, 
and that larger items such as furniture not be brought in 

until the last weekend in July, as storage space prior to the sale will be limited. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Who says you can£t 
have fun at church?! 

 
Volunteers are needed for mowing 
the lawn each week during the 
summer.  A sign-up sheet is posted 
on the Council/Vestry bulletin 
board opposite the office.  Please 
help us out and sign up now before 
all the fun spots are taken! 

 



June Prayer List 
 
We want to pray with and for each other as we move along 
our spiritual journey together. Please lift up the designated 
persons throughout the week in prayer.  May our Lord Jesus 
Christ use this ministry of prayer to build His Church in love! 
  
May 28-June 3: Annette R.; Ken and Yvonne R.; Dr. 

Beth R.; Vivian R.; Kathie R. 
 
June 4-10:  Clint and Liz R.; Sharon R.; Sue and 

Bob R.; Kay S.; Jan S. 
 
June 11-17:  John and Polly S.; Jeff and Jessica S.; Adam, Christie, Joshua, Leah and Michael S.; Brian and 

Kathy T.; Andrew and Hannah T. 
 
June 18-24:   Suzanne and John T.; Nick T.; Mary T.; Andrea T.; Katie V. 
 
June 25-July 1: Paula V.; Peg and Bruce V.; Rich and Judy W.; Co and Randy W.; Dan, Marjri and Lizzie W. 
 
 

Please continue to pray for peace and for our troops 
stationed throughout the world. 

 
Have you prayed for your Circle today? 

 
 
 

Sunday Coffee Volunteers 
 
June 4  Mary A. & Connie E. 
June 11 Jill B. & Kathy T. 
June 18 Liz R. & Hannah T. 
June 25 Barb C. & Tuppin H. 
 
July 2  Ann A. & Jan S. 
July 9  Gwen H. & Lisbeth E. 
July 16  Sue R. & Robin G. 
July 23  Viv R. & Laura K. 
July 30  Agnes K. & Esther Y. 
 

Coffee Procedures  
  
Ɇ Make sure coffee has been made following the 8:00am worship service. 
Ɇ Set out cups, carafes, treats (does NOT have to be elaborate!), creamer and sugar. There are no hard & fast rules on 

this, you may serve beverages and treats in whatever way is most convenient to you! 
Ɇ Heat water for tea, make tea in designated carafe. 
Ɇ Stay at table to help serve. 
Ɇ Wash dishes after coffee. 
Ɇ Take trash to dumpster. 
 
)Æ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎÎÏÔ ÍÁËÅ Á ÓÃÈÅÄÕÌÅÄ ÄÁÙȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ Ó×ÁÐ ×ÉÔÈ ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅ ÅÌÓÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÓÔȢ )Æ ÙÏÕ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒȟ ÂÕÔ ÄÏÎȭÔ 
see your name here, please let me know and I will add you to our rotation list.  If you would like to bake or donate 
treats, but are unable to serve during fellowship time, please let us know.  Help is always appreciated. Thank you!  
Please refer any questions to Hannah T. 



 
June Servers ς 10 am Worship Service 
If you are unable to serve on your scheduled date, please switch with someone, and notify the office and Roy H.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Roy at 616-915-6258 or at GrandRapidsMorris@comcast.net 

 

 Lectors Assisting Minister/EM-1 Altar Server/EM-2 Acolyte 
 
June 4th - Pentecost 
 Lisbeth E. (1st reading) Jill B. Kim H. Mary T. 
 George D. (2nd reading) 
 

June 11th - 1st Sunday after Pentecost / Trinity Sunday 
 Agnes K. (1st reading) Dan W. Kim H. Elizabeth K. 
 Kathy T. (2nd reading) 
 
June 18th ς 2nd Sunday after Pentecost 
 Dale H. (1st reading) Donna M. Kim H. Aaron D. 
 Rich W. (2nd reading) 
 

June 25th ς 3rd Sunday after Pentecost 
 Jill B. (1st reading) Esther Y.-P. Kim H. Paul K. 
 Ann A. (2nd reading) 
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нΥлл ǇƳ �,���‰�‰�Ç���^�}�µ�o�• 
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фΥлл ŀƳ ���^�>�����o���•�•  

�ð �ñ �ò �ó �ô �õ �í�ì 
8:00 am 
Worship w/o music 
10:00 am Worship 
w/music 

 

9:30 am  Sr. 
Neighbors 
 

9:00 am ESL Class фΥлл ŀƳ ���^�>�����o���•�• 
млΥлл ŀƳ �,�}�o�Ç��
���µ���Z���Œ�]�•�š 
ммΥмр ŀƳ ���]���o�����^�š�µ���Ç 
 

фΥлл ŀƳ �d�K�W�^ 
нΥлл ǇƳ �,���‰�‰�Ç���^�}�µ�o�• 
сΥол ǇƳ �D�}�Œ�Œ�]�•��
�����v�����Œ�• 

 

фΥлл ŀƳ ���^�>�����o���•�•  

�í�í �í�î �í�ï �í�ð �í�ñ �í�ò �í�ó 

8:00 am 
Worship w/o music 
10:00 am Worship 
w/music 
 
 

 фΥлл ŀƳ ���^�>�����o���•�• 

 
фΥлл ŀƳ ���^�>�����o���•�• 
млΥлл ŀƳ �D�}�Œ�v�]�v�P��
�W�Œ���Ç���Œ 
ммΥмр ŀƳ ���]���o�����^�š�µ���Ç 

 

фΥлл ŀƳ �d�K�W�^ 
нΥлл ǇƳ �,���‰�‰�Ç���^�}�µ�o�• 
сΥол ǇƳ �D�}�Œ�Œ�]�•��
�����v�����Œ�• 
 

фΥлл ŀƳ ���^�>�����o���•�•  

�í�ô �í�õ �î�ì �î�í �î�î �î�ï �î�ð 
8:00 am 
Worship w/o music 
10:00 am Worship 
w/music 

 

9:00 am Sr. Foot Care 
 

 
 
 

фΥлл ŀƳ ���^�>�����o���•�•  фΥлл ŀƳ ���^�>�����o���•�• 
млΥлл ŀƳ �D�}�Œ�v�]�v�P��
�W�Œ���Ç���Œ�� 
млΥлл ŀƳ ���]���‰���Œ��
�����‰�}�š���K�‰���v 
ммΥмр ŀƳ 
���]���o�����^�š�µ���Ç 
�� 

 

фΥлл ŀƳ �d�K�W�^ 
нΥлл ǇƳ �,���‰�‰�Ç���^�}�µ�o�• 
сΥол ǇƳ �D�}�Œ�Œ�]�•��
�����v�����Œ�• 

 
Newsletter Deadline 

 

фΥлл ŀƳ ���^�>�����o���•�•  

�î�ñ �î�ò �î�ó �î�ô �î�õ �ï�ì  
8:00 am 
Worship w/o music 
10:00 am Worship 
w/music 

 

 
 
 

 

 млΥлл ŀƳ �,�}�o�Ç��
���µ���Z���Œ�]�•�š 
ммΥмр ŀƳ ���]���o�����^�š�µ���Ç 
 

фΥлл ŀƳ �d�K�W�^ 
нΥлл ǇƳ �,���‰�‰�Ç���^�}�µ�o�• 
сΥол ǇƳ �D�}�Œ�Œ�]�•��
�����v�����Œ�• 
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