
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Faithful Caring 
The Reverend Michael Wernick 
 
In our baptismal vows, we promise to strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human 
being. And we periodically renew our vows, because we swim upstream against self-serving social currents, and it can be 
difficult for us to remember to embody our beliefs in our behaviors. And in the Hindu, Buddhist, and Jain traditions, this 
justice and respect extends to all living creatures, and is given expression in the principle of Ahimsa: nonviolence toward 
all living things. 
 
In the ELCA’s Social Statement: Caring for Creation: Vision, Hope, and Justice, adopted by a more than ӏ majority by 
Churchwide Assembly in 1993, we are reminded: "Humanity is intimately related to the rest of creation. We, like other 
creatures, are formed from the earth. Scripture speaks of humanity’s kinship with other creatures. God cares faithfully for 
us, and together we join in singing the "hymn of all creation." We look forward 
to a redemption that includes all creation. Humans, in service to God, have 
special roles on behalf of the whole of creation. Made in the image of God, we 
are called to care for the earth as God cares for the earth. God’s command to 
have dominion and subdue the earth is not a license to dominate and exploit. 
Human dominion, a special responsibility, should reflect God’s way of ruling as 
a shepherd king who takes the form of a servant. We are called to name the 
animals, and as God names Israel and all creation, and as the shepherd calls by 
name each sheep, naming unites us in a caring relationship. We are to love the 
earth as God loves us. 
 
 

two churches. one faith. 
holy cross episcopal + ascension Lutheran 
 

October 2017 



In 2005, the Episcopal Church published a Catechism of 
Creation, in which it was written: "Science has taught us 
two important facts. First, all creatures including 
ourselves—every species of bacteria, archaebacteria, 
protist, fungi, plant and animal—are genetically related. 
Second, all living beings are bound together in countless 
ecological communities of life.  
 
Therefore, when we exercise stewardship, we are caring for an earth in which God has made everything interdependent. 
How we carry out this our primary vocation and ministry has great consequences for ourselves and for all of God’s 
creatures on this good earth. Given these conditions how can we as Christians show our love for the creation and care for it 
in ways that meet these challenges? We can show our love in at least two ways. First, those of us called to be scientists, 
engineers, and technologists may use our Spirit-inspired creative minds to contribute to creation’s care through scientific 
discoveries and technological innovations. Second, all of us can exercise stewardship by prudently and sensibly using those 
elements of the creation we need to sustain our own lives and the generations to follow. At the same time, we can work to 
preserve whenever possible other creatures and their habitats. Specifically, we can care for the land upon which we dwell 
and grow our foodstuffs, by preserving or restoring the earth’s soils, air, and water, and by protecting the creatures that 
form its ecological communities. Also, we can protect places of beauty that have value in themselves, feed our spirits, and 
support life for other species." 

 
On October 4 each year, people celebrate the feast day of the Patron Saint of Animals, 
St. Francis of Assisi. It’s customary that in remembrance of St. Francis of Assisi’s love 
for all creatures, animals are led to churches for a special ceremony called the 
"Blessing of the Animals." Every year, millions of animals are blessed by priests in a 
ceremony that touches the hearts of those in attendance. 
 
In the Scriptures, the act of blessing means 'the imparting of power or life.' The person 
performing the blessing is mediating that power from God to the person or the animal 
involved. To bless is more than an expression of goodwill and caring. To bless is to 
impart God's power in person! The blessing of each animal, by name, means that 
health, healing and life are being mediated from God for the benefit of the animal in its 
relationship with its human partners. 
 

Two Churches’ Blessing of the Animals will be on Sunday October 1 at 2:00 PM. Bring your pet. And remember to practice 
Ahimsa every day with all creatures –– it’s an idea that’s reflected in the Bible too! 
 
Mike+ 
 
 

October Scripture Readings 
 
October 1 ς 17th Sunday after Pentecost 
Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 or Exodus 17:1-7 
Psalm 25:1-9 or Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16  
Philippians 2:1-13  
Matthew 21:23-32  
 
October 8 ς 18th Sunday after Pentecost 
Isaiah 5:1-7 or Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 
Psalm 80:7-15 or Psalm 19 
Philippians 3:4b-14  
Matthew 21:33-46  
 
October 15 ς 19th Sunday after Pentecost 
Isaiah 25:1-9 or Exodus 32:1-14 
Psalm 23 or Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23  
Philippians 4:1-9  
Matthew 22:1-14  
 

 
 
October 22 ς 20th Sunday after Pentecost 
Isaiah 45:1-7 or Exodus 33:12-23 
Psalm 96:1-9 [10-13] or Psalm 99 
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10  
Matthew 22:15-22  
 
October 29 ς Reformation Sunday 
Jeremiah 31:31-34  
Psalm 46  
Romans 3:19-28  
John 8:31-36 
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Community Ministry 
Kim H. 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
Two Churches will be having our fall UTO ingathering on 
November 5th.  Please bring in your collection boxes and 
thanks to all who participate in this program. This will be 
the last UTO collection for 2017 and the next one will not 
be until fall of 2018.   
 
Partners In Housing  Volunteers  will be working on a 
mobile home on October 7th.   Thanks to all those who 
signed up for a morning of service helping in our 
community!  
 
St. Markȭs Cafe:  Our next workday is October 29th.   
Please sign up to volunteer for a morning of fun and 
service.  We need 7-8 volunteers.  Sign-up sheet will be on 
the Community Ministry bulletin board. 
 
Disaster Relief:  Community Ministry will be sending a 
donation for hurricane relief  and if you would like to 
donate as well there will be a special offering taken on 
October 8th and 15th.   We will be sending the donations 
to two agencies:  Lutheran Di saster Response and 
Episcopal Relief & Development.   

 

Volunteer Opportunities 
 
Diaper Depot  can use your help.  If you can help out at our 
scheduled distribution times please sign up and lend a 
hand.  Or if you prefer to volunteer on a Sunday, help is 
needed with packaging diapers. Please let Shirley know if 
you can help out! 
 
The Pantry  can always use volunteers - if interested, 
please see Kay S.! 
 

Ongoing Programs 
 
Please remember our food collection for The Pantry .  
Requested items for October will be announced at church. 
 
The noisy offering  for September was $51.00 - this special 
“loose change” offering is taken on the first Sunday of each 
month and is donated to ACCESS of West Michigan , which 
helps coordinate the Kent County Food Bank Network, as 
well as provides leadership in community conversations 
and development on food access, health and nutrition, and 
poverty education. Thank you for your continuing support! 
 
The Care Team can help with rides, food, visits, 
communion and calls.  If you have a need or know 
someone who does, please contact Laura K., or Rev. Mike. 
 
There will be a Community Ministry meeting   on 
Wednesday, /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ ςυ ÉÎ 3ÔȢ -ÉÃÈÁÅÌȭÓ (ÁÌÌ ÁÔ φÐÍ.  If 
you have interest in outreach work this team would love to 
have you join us!  Bring a sandwich or snack and come to 
our October meeting! 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Coming Soon to a Church Near You! 

 
You don’t have to go to Italy for a good spaghetti dinner! The 13th annual spaghetti dinner to 
benefit The Pantry will be held Friday, November 10 from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM at Brookside 
CRC. That’s at 3600 Kalamazoo. This “all you can eat” dinner features spaghetti (with meat 
sauce or meatless, gluten free if you prefer) salad, beans, garlic bread, and an assortment of 
desserts.  
 
Despite inflation, ticket prices remain the same as in years past: 
Adults $8, children 4 to 8 $3, and under 4 free. Buy your tickets at 
church on Sunday or at the door. Tell your neighbors, bring your 
friends! 
 
Want to  help make dessert bars, serve, set up, or clean up ? 
Look for a sign-up sheet on the bulletin boards, or talk to Shirley 
N. or Kay S.  
 

Reserve the date: Friday, November 10, 5-7 pm. 
 



UTO Fall Ingathering ς November 5 
Lisbeth E. 
 

Our United Thank Offering Ingathering will be Sunday, November 5.  Please put it on your calendars now!  New UTO Boxes 
are available on the shelf outside the Sanctuary and UTO Offering Envelopes will be available before the Ingathering.   
If you make your offering by check (much appreciated), please make the check out to Holy Cross Episcopal Church and 
write “UTO” on the “for” line.  If you bring in your UTO Box, please remember to take a new box.  If you do not have a box, 
now is a great time to pick one up and begin participating.  Thank you! 
 
Just a reminder:   UTO is a devotional program  of the Episcopal Church for individuals and families.  Participation is 
open to all , not just Episcopalians.   Its Mission is to “expand the circle of thankful people".  We are asked to remember 
and give thanks daily for all our blessings in prayer and by putting coins (though currency is fine, too) in our UTO Boxes.  
Each year parishes have Ingatherings, and people bring in the offerings.  The offerings are forwarded to the Dioceses, 
which send them on to the national level where they are combined and awarded as grants in support of the Church's 
ministry and mission around the world.   
 

 

Diaper Depot 
Judy M. 
 

Thursday, October 5th from 6-8 p.m. 
Wednesday, October 18th from 10:00 a.m.- Noon 
 
We need a total of $150,000 to receive $1,000 for Diaper Depot. 
Please bring in original store receipts from Family Fare, D&W, etc. 
(they must have the Direct Your Dollars section at the bottom) and 
deposit them in the Spartan truck in St. Michael's Hall.   
 
Total as of 9/20/17: 
$138,762 
 
Thanks for your support!! 
 

 
Pet Food and Litter for Kibble Konnection 
 
Please continue to bring in dog and cat food, and cat litter, up to - or to - our Blessing of the Animals Service on Sunday, 
October 1 at 2:00 p.m.  Contributions can be put in the boxes marked “Kibble Konnection” on the table at the back of St. 
Michael’s Hall.  Both dry food and moist food are appreciated, and open boxes and bags of dry food are also welcome.  
Thank you! 

 

Come to the Blessing of the Animals Service 
 
The Blessing of the Animals Service is on Sunday, October 1 at 2:00 p.m.  Bring your pets to 
be blessed and invite your family, friends, and neighbors to join you with their pets. During 
the service, Rev. Mike will also bless the pet food and cat litter we have collected for Kibble 
Konnection.  No pets?  Come anyway!  Weather permitting, the service will be held outside. 
  

This celebration of animals is on the Sunday before October 4, the day we officially remember St. Francis of Assisi, the 
patron saint of animals. 
 
 
 



Sunday Coffee Volunteers 
October 1 Marjri W. and Sara H.  
October 8 Mary A. and Connie E.  
October 15 Jill B. and Kathy T.  
October 22 Liz R. and Hannah T.  
October 29 Barb C. and Tuppin H.  
 
November 5 Ann A. and Jan S.  
November 12 Gwen H. and Lisbeth E.  
November 19 Sue R. and Robin G.  
November 26 Viv R. and Laura K.  
 
December 3 Agnus K. and Esther Y.  
December 10 Jan S. and Barb C.  
December 17 Hannah T. and Liz R. 
December 24 Christmas Eve (TBD) 

 
Coffee Procedures  
  
1. Make sure coffee has been made following the 8:00 am worship service. 
2. Set out cups, carafes, treats, creamer and sugar. 
3. Heat water for tea, make tea in designated carafe. 
4. Stay at table to help serve. 
5. Wash dishes after coffee. 
6. Take trash to dumpster. 
  
If you cannot make a scheduled day, please swap with someone else on the list.  Also, if you would like volunteer, but don't 
see your name please let me know and I will add you to the schedule. Thank you!  
 
Questions? Please contact Hannah T. at Hannah.c.temple@gmail.com 
  

 

October Prayer List 
 
We want to pray with and for each other as we move along our spiritual 
journey together. Please lift up the designated persons throughout the week 
in prayer.  May our Lord Jesus Christ use this ministry of prayer to build His 
Church in love! 
 
October 1 -7: John and Polly S.; Jeff and Jessica S.; Adam, Christie, 

Joshua, Leah and Michael S.; Brian and Kathy T.; 
Andrew and Hannah T. 

 
October 8 -14:  Suzanne and John T.; Mary T.; Andrea T.; Katie V.; 

Peg and Bruce V. 
  
October 15 -21:  Rich and Judy W.; Co and Randy W.; Dan, Marjri 

and Lizzie W.; Rev. Mike W. and Joel F.; Ivan W. 
 
October 22 -28:  Helen W.; Esther Y.-P.; Susan and Larry Z.; Ann and 

Al A.; Mary A. 
 
Oct. 29-Nov. 4: Ruth B.; Kevin, Jill, Kate, Meg and Beth B.; Tony, Cheryl, Marissa and Anthony B.; George C.; Sandy C. 

 

Please  continue to pray for peace  

and for our troops  stationed  

throughout the world.  

Have you prayed for 
your Circle today? 

 



October Servers ς 10 am Worship Service 
If you are unable to serve on your scheduled date, please switch with someone, and notify the office and Roy H.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Roy at 616-915-6258 or at GrandRapidsMorris@comcast.net 

 

 Lectors Assisting Minister/EM-1 Altar Server/EM-2 Acolyte 
 

10/01 Pentecost 17 

 Dale H. (1st reading) Shirley N. Kim H. Elizabeth K. 

 Kathy T.(2nd reading) 

 

10/08 Pentecost 18 

 Kevin B. (1st reading) Dan W. Kim H. Beth B. 

 Rich W. (2nd reading) 

 

10/15 Pentecost 19 

 Shirley N. (1st reading) Esther Y.-P. Kim H. Aaron D. 

 Jan S. (2nd reading) 

 

10/22 Pentecost 20 

 Agnes K. (1st reading) Jill B. Kim H. Paul K. 

 Ann A. (2nd reading) 

 

10/29 Reformation Sunday 

 George D. (1st reading) Lisbeth E. Kim H. Joshua S. 

 Esther Y.-P. (2nd reading) 

  



  

  

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1   2 3 
 

4 5 6 7 

8:00 am 
Worship w/o 
music 
9:00 am Book 
Discussion 
10:00 am 
Worship w/music 
2:00 pm Blessing 
of the Animals 
 

7:00 pm 
Centering Prayer 

9:00 am ESL Class 
6:00 pm Cross 
Creek Condo Mtg. 
 

10:00 a.m. Holy 
Eucharist  
11:00 a.m. Bible 
Study 

9:00 a.m. TOPS  
2:00 p.m. Happy 
Souls  
6:00 p.m. Diaper 
Depot Open  
6:30 p.m. Morris 
Dancers 
 

9:00 am ESL Class  

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

8:00 am 
Worship w/o 
music 
9:00 am Book 
Discussion 
10:00 am 
Worship w/music 
 

7:00 pm 
Centering Prayer  

9:00 am ESL Class 
 

9:00 a.m. ESL 
Class  
10:00 a.m. Holy 
Eucharist  
11:00 a.m. Bible 
Study  
11:45 a.m. Brown 
Bag Lectionary 
Group 
 

9:00 a.m. TOPS  
2:00 p.m. Happy 
Souls  
6:30 p.m. Morris 
Dancers 
 
 

9:00 am ESL Class 
 

 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

8:00 am 
Worship w/o 
music 
9:00 am Book 
Discussion 
10:00 am 
Worship w/music 
 

9:00 am Sr. Foot 
Care 
7:00 pm 
Centering Prayer 

9:00 am ESL Class 
 

9:00 a.m. ESL 
Class   

10:00 a.m. Diaper 
Depot 
Open  

10:00 a.m. Holy 
Eucharist  

11:00 a.m. Bible 
Study  

7:00 p.m. Altar 
Guild Meeting 

 

9:00 a.m. TOPS  
2:00 p.m. Happy 
Souls  
6:30 p.m. Morris 
Dancers 
7:00 p.m. Joint 
Council/Vestry 
Meeting 
 

9:00 am ESL Class  

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

8:00 am 
Worship w/o 
music 
9:00 am Book 
Discussion 
10:00 am 
Worship w/music 
 

7:00 pm 
Centering Prayer  
 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter 
Deadline 
 

9:00 am ESL Class  10:00 a.m. Holy 
Eucharist  

11:00 a.m. Bible 
Study  

6:00 p.m. 
Community 
Ministry Mtg.  

  
 

9:00 a.m. TOPS  
2:00 p.m. Happy 
Souls  
6:30 p.m. Morris 
Dancers 
 
 
 

9:00 am ESL Class  

29 30 31     

8:00 am 
Worship w/o 
music 
9:00 am Book 
Discussion 
10:00 am 
Worship w/music 
 

7:00 pm 
Centering Prayer  
 
 
 
 

9:00 am ESL Class     

October  
2017  



 
 Iƻƭȅ /ǊƻǎǎΩ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ 

 
Vestry: 
Senior Warden Gwen Hendrickson 
Junior Warden Chuck McKean 
Treasurer Co Walter 
Secretary Adam Swick 
Ministry Liaisons Hannah Temple, Hospitality 
 Tony Bowie, Christian Education 
 Chuck McKean, Property 
 Adam Swick, Community Ministry 
 Ross Mast, Member-at-large 
  

!ǎŎŜƴǎƛƻƴΩǎ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ 
 
Church Council: 
President Jill Barry 
Vice President Polly Standley 
Treasurer Rich Walker 
Secretary Jeff Stormoen 
Member at large Dan Weller 
  
 

Administration/Staff 
 
Pastor/Rector The Reverend Michael Wernick 
Church Secretary Judy Magnuson 
Office Volunteer Jan Springer 
Sexton Ken Race 
 
Newsletter submissions may be sent via email to: 
nl2churches@att.net; please format as text, richtext 
(RTF), or Word files.  See the calendar for submission 
deadline. 
 
 

You can find us at: 
4252 Breton Rd. SE 

Kentwood, MI 49512 
 

Phone: 616-949-7034 · 616-455-8108 
Email:  twochurches@comcast.net 

Online: twochurches.org 
holycrossec.com · alchurch.org 

Facebook: facebook.com/hcealc 
 

 

Be welcomed. 
Touch something ancient. 
Help do God's work. 
 
The mark of an effective church is not how many people come, but how many 
people live differently as a result of having been there. Two Churches strives 
for inclusion the way God intends.  
 
We're a welcoming and ecumenical Christian community made up of an 
Episcopal congregation and a Lutheran congregation worshiping not only 
in the same building, but in the same worship services. Each church 
maintains its own denominational identity, but by working together, we 
are able to better serve our neighborhood and the community. 
 
²Ŝ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻΧŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΗ Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ 
who you are, think you are or think you shoulŘ ōŜΦ Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ 
ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΣ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ ŦŀƛǘƘ 
journey is. You are welcome here! Come join us! 
 


